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I. Introduction

Is the Caucasus really in Europe? Who are thespl@edways asking
about the Balkans? Do they have their own probleiat is really
happening in their region?

These are only some of the questions raised withen Democratic
Leadership Program (hereafter “DLP”), back in 2@®@2 2003. It was very
difficult to have people around you who were verycm interested in
mutual cooperation but for whom, at the time, thevas hardly any
background information.

The Balkan Caucasus Program was initiated in aimepen these regions
for the participants within the DLP, to provide apportunity to get

together, to exchange, to identify points of commuerest and concerns,
and above all, to enable people learn more fronh @tlcer, especially in

the field of conflict resolution and peace building

Through the implementation of the planned actigitiwe realized that the
image we used to have about the Caucasus was niffetet. That may
have been due to the fact that we always look uperwestern European
countries, and the prejudices towards the easteuntdes are that of an
under-developed region and a region in conflictst Being there, during
the study visit in Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armeraad talking to our
colleagues during the seminar in Ohrid, we encoedte very different
picture about this region and its ongoing dynanmmcpsses. This could be
noticed also in our idea about the program, howsteeted and what the
focus in the beginning was, and what we have dorbd end. Taking into
consideration the political and social environmenthe South Caucasus,
the policies of the big power states, the currbradts on a global level, we
were very much surprised how these countries déhlamd manage these
issues. | must admit that the study visit signifitta changed our opinion
about the countries we visited. We expected to peeerty, ethnic
problems, social exclusion and marginalized grodpe reality is that the
GDP of some of the countries is almost the sanmbeasne of Macedonia,
they are very active in the field of EU or NATOegtation, and they have
more political than ethnic tensions within theiruotries. They are also
very rich with natural resources that in a way, rgagee their economical
development.



Prior to the study visit, it was very difficult foaxd people that were able to
depict the real situation in the Caucasus. Therg naae been initiatives,
but the quantity and the quality of information gaghered, didn’t give us a
clear picture of what was happening there, esggcigithin the NGO
sector and relevant activities.

At the beginning we were focused more on youthessbut step by step,
as we were developing the idea and the prograncamee to realize that
much more was going on in the Caucasus, and tlovs, we are strongly
convinced that a broader picture of different spheof life should be

addressed and presented to a wider auditorium,rderoto bring the

Caucasus closer to the ordinary people on the Balka

The program is only the onset of the activities 8teould follow up in the
near future. We hope that this brochure, along withdocumentary film,
will be useful for those willing to initiate suchctavities in Caucasus.
Reading the brochure without watching the documgnfim, and vice
versa, is not sufficient. You have to see bottheft in order to understand
the situation there.

From all the activities, we learned much more. lietbe also an
encouragement for you to explore. While the Causamd the Balkans
have much in common, they have their own spechi@racteristics which
make the two regions incredibly challenging.

Sreten Koceski
Participant in the Balkan Caucasus program



Il. Presentations - get to know something about ds

A. The Balkans

The Balkan Peninsula is situated in southeastemofey bounded on the
east by the Black and Aegean seas, on the soutirebediterranean Sea,
and on the west by the Adriatic and lonian seasomprises the countries
of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mao&l Serbia,
Montenegro, Albania, Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Bmepean Turkey.

Macedonia

Location and area: Macedonia is the country in the centre of the
Balkan Peninsula. It is bounded on the north byideion the east by
Bulgaria, on the south by Greece, and on the wgsAlbania. It is
completely landlocked. It has an area of 25,71Brsg

Ohrid

Capital: The capital of Macedonia is Skopje. It is the é&stgand most
developed city in Macedonia.

Independence:Macedonia became independent in September 1991.

! Factual data is taken from various encyclopedimedrta, Wikipedia) and listed web pages
in Appendix 3.
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Population: Macedonia had an estimated population of 2,050j654
July 2006.

Ethnic composition: It has one of the most complex ethnic
populations in Europe. Macedonians constitute ttegority of the
population, according to 2002 census with 64.2%. indties:
Albanians 25.2%, Turks 3.9%, Roma 2.7%, Serbs 18#chs 0.4%
and others. Albanians are the largest group amangrities.

Official language: Macedonian. Minority groups speak their own
languages.

Religion: Predominant religion practiced is Orthodox Chaisify, but
the largest part of the minorities practices theshha religion.

Literacy: Education is free and compulsory from age 7 thhotd.
The literacy rate is 96.1% percent (2002 est.).

Universities: 4 states and a rising number of private universiti
Languages of study: Macedonian, English and Albania

Government structure/type: Parliamentary Democracy.
The president of the Republic is the head of state

Foreign partnerships and membership:Macedonia is a member of
the Partnership for Peace Program of the North nfidaTreaty
Organization (NATO). Macedonia is also a memberthed United
Nations (UN), the Council of Europe, and the Orgation on Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

EU status: Candidate.

Serbia

Location and area: Serbia is bounded on the north by Hungary, on the
east by Romania and Bulgaria, on the south by Mategd on the
southwest by Albania, and on the west by MonteneBsnia and
Herzegovina, and Croatia. The area of Serbia c8&R261 sq km.



Regional division: Most of Serbia can be divided into three regions:
Vojvodina, a large province in the north, Sumadijailly and heavily
populated area in central Serbia, and Kosovo, antamous province

in the south.

Capital: Serbia’s capital and largest city is Belgrade.

Independence: The constitution from 2003 allowed either Serbia o
Montenegro to carry out a referendum about indepece after three

years. As a result of that, Serbia and Montenegrcaine separate
countries in June 2006.

Population: Serbia’'s estimated population according to the 2200
census was 9,396,411

Ethnic composition: The Serbs constitute the majority of the
population (66%, 1991 est.). Minority groups arebalians (17%)
who predominately live in Kosovo, and Hungarian&%8), who live

in Vojvodina.

Belgrade

Official language: The official language of Serbia nationwide is
Serbian. Minority groups in the regions speak tlwin languages as
official, such as Albanian and Hungarian, the farrineing official in
Kosovo and the latter in Vojvodina.

Religion: The dominant religion is Orthodox Christianity,tvemaller
numbers of Muslims, Catholics, and Protestants.

Literacy: According to 2003 estimate, literacy rate is 96.4



Government structure: Republic. Serbia is governed under a
constitution adopted in 1990. This constitutionnfiaily stripped the
provinces of Kosovo and Vojvodina of their autonamctatus and
also laid the groundwork for multiparty electiofihe president is the
head of state.

The ethnic Albanian majority in Kosovo had resisté@ Serbian
government ever since the province lost its autgnom

Foreign partnership and membership: Member of OSCE, UN,
Interpol and others.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Location and area: It is a mountainous country bounded on the north
and west by Croatia and on the east and south&Sarioi Montenegro
respectively. Bosnia also has 20 km of coastlioagthe Adriatic Sea,
wedged between Croatian territories. Bosnia haaraa of 51,129 sq
km.

Capital: The capital and largest city is Sarajevo.

Sarajevo

Independence:Bosnia and Herzegovina declared its independamce i
March 1992.

Population: According to July 2006 estimate, Boshia and Hevzaw
counts with a population @f,498,976 citizens.



Ethnic composition: No single ethnic group comprises a majority of
the population in Bosnia. Bosnia’s major ethnicup® are Muslims
48% (in Bosnia, Muslim is an ethnic designation kéuslim Slavs),
Serbs 37.1%, and Croats 14.3% (2000 est.). Sireavilslim-Croat
federation formed in 1994, Bosnian Muslim leadeagehinsisted that
their people be called "Bosniaks."

Religion: The primary difference among the largest ethnimugs is
religious, the Serbs being traditionally OrthodokriStians and the
Croats Roman Catholics.

Official language: The people of Bosnia speak the Bosnian dialect of
the Serbo-Croatian language. However, accordingh® Bosnian
government, the country officially has three lamngee& Serbian,
“Bosnian” (the language associated with the Muslinrand Croatian.

In writing, the Serbs use the Cyrillic alphabet,ilehihe Muslims and
Croats use the Latin alphabet.

Literacy: Education is compulsory and at no cost for alldrbin from
ages 7 through 15. Secondary education is also friéeracy rate:
94.6% (2000est.)

Government structure: Emerging federal democratic republic. There
is a three-member presidency. Bosnia’s three-meijolr@rpresidency
comprises one Muslim, one Croat, and one Serb memblanembers
are formally equal, with chairmanship of the cdilee body rotating
every six months. The central government has vt lauthority
within the country. For the most part its poweregxts only to foreign
trade and foreign affairs. The new constitutionoggizes Bosnia as a
state officially composed of two entities, the S&epublic and the
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Foreign partnership and membership: Bosnia is a member of
several international organizations, including t@eganization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and th#&eld Nations
(UN).

Montenegro

Location and area: Montenegro is bounded on the north by Bosnia
and Herzegovina, on the east by Serbia, on thehdmutAlbania, and

11
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on the southwest by the Adriatic Sea. Montenegner®an area of
13,812 sgq km. Montenegro is mostly mountainoush vatevations
ranging from 800 to 2,400 m. The most famous psaWdunt Lovcen
(1,748 m), called the “black mountain” for its blisarock, from
which the name Montenegro is derived.

Budva

Capital: The capital and largest city is Podgorica.

Population: In 2004 the republic had an estimated populatibn o
630,548.

Ethnic composition: More than 43% percent of the people in
Montenegro are of Montenegrin ethnicity, chief nrities include
Serbs (32% percent), Bosniaks (8% percent), ancamdins (5%
percent).

Religion: Predominately Orthodox Christian.

Government structure: Republic. Executive power is held by the
president.

Foreign partnership and membership:OSCE, UN.



Croatia
Location and area: Croatia is bounded on the north by Slovenia and
Hungary, on the east and south by Bosnia and Hevizeq, and on the
east by Serbia. The total area of Croatia is 56g8Lkm.
Capital: Zagreb is the capital and largest city of Croatia.

Independence:Croatia gained its independence in 1991.

Population: The total population of Croatia estimated in JUDP& is
4,494,749

Dubrvnik

Ethnic composition: The population of Croatia is overwhelmingly
ethnic Croat (89.6% according to 2002 census).iEtS8arbs comprise
the most significant minority group (4.5%). Theree aalso small
populations of Muslims, Hungarians, Slovenes, ahérs.

Religion: The primary difference between Croats and Serbdligion:
by tradition, Croats are Roman Catholic while Seabs Orthodox
Christians.

Official language: In Croatia, all ethnic groups speak Croatian. In
some parts of Croatia Italian is official as well.

Literacy: Preschool, elementary, and secondary educatiorastd all
citizens, and compulsory from ages 7 to 15. Tleedity rate is 98.5%.

13



Government structure: Parliamentary Democracy.

The president of the republic is the head of statel also exercises
substantial governmental functions. Local governiaefunctions are
exercised at the levels of counties, towns, mualtips, and districts.

Foreign partnership and membership: Croatia was admitted to the
United Nations (UN) and to the Organization for @&y and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 1992. In 1996 Gaohecame a
member of the Council of Europe. Candidate for mersiip in
NATO.

EU status: Candidate.
Albania

Location and area: Albania lies along the northwestern edge of the
Balkan Peninsula. It is bordered by the AdriaticaSe the west,
Greece to the south, the Republic of Macedonifédoetst, Serbia and
Montenegro to the northeast and north respectivillyania lies on a
total area of 28,748 sq km.

Capital: The capital and largest city is Tirana.

Population: In July 2006 Albania’'s population estimate was
3,581,655.

Ethnic composition: Modern-day Albania consists almost exclusively
of ethnic Albanians (95%, 1989 estimate). Accordiog Albanian
officials, only 5 percent of Albania’s residents asf non-Albanian
heritage, most of whom are Greek (3%).

Tirana

14



Official language: Albanian.

Literacy: Education is compulsory for children between thesagf 6
and 13. The literacy rate was estimated to be 8&52003.

Religion: With 70 percent of its population Muslim, Albania i
Europe’s only predominantly Islamic state. Orthodxistians, living

mostly in southern Albania, make up 20 percentefgopulation, and
Roman Catholics, mainly in the north, make up a@oth0 percent.
Religious divisions in Albania are not significafeligious tolerance
is such that members of the same family sometirbenlg to different

religions.

Government structure: Emerging democracyBetween 1990 and
1992 Albania ended 46 years of xenophobic Communik and

established a multiparty democracy. In the ear§019 Albania began
its transition to a democratic state and markenent. A president
serves as Albania’s head of state and shares toftttte armed forces
with the prime minister.

Foreign partnership and membership: Since 1991 Albania is a
member of several international organizations idiclg the

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eur¢PSCE); all the
bodies of the United Nations (UN); and the Inteioval Criminal

Police Organization (Interpol). Albania also gaimedmbership to the
North Atlantic Cooperation Council of the North atltic Treaty

Organization (NATO) and has participated in NAT®artnership for
Peace program.

B. The Caucasus

The Caucasusor Caucasiais a region in Eurasia bordered on the south by
Turkey and Iran in Asia, on the west by the BladaSon the east by the
Caspian Sea, and on the north by Russia. Caucasiusiés the Caucasus
Mountains and surrounding lowlands.

15



Azerbaijan
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Location and area: Azerbaijan presents the southern portion of the
region of Caucasus. The country is bordered omdinth by Russia, on
the east by the Caspian Sea, on the south by tnarthe west by
Armenia, and on the northwest by Georgia. The erctd Nachicevan
borders with Turkey as well. Azerbaijan covers sraaof about 86,600
sq km. The borders of Azerbaijan generally correspto natural
geographic features.

Regional division: The country includes the region of Nagorno-
Karabakh, a predominantly Armenian-inhabited erelan western
Azerbaijan, and the autonomous exclave of Naxc (Machicevan),
which is separated from the rest of Azerbaijan bycuntainous strip
of Armenian territory.

Capital: Baku, which is a large port city on the Caspian,Ssa
Azerbaijan’s capital and largest city.

Baku

Independence:Azerbaijan proclaimed independence in August 1991.

Natural resources: Contains many, the most important being crude
oil.

Population: Its population was an estimated 7,961,619 in JOB62

Ethnic composition: Azerbaijan, including the autonomous enclave of
Nachicevan, is populated mostly by ethnic Azerlgia or Azeri



(90.6%, 1999 census). The Azerbaijani majority Hasreased
dramatically as a result of recent population shifiuring the ensuing
war, which continued until 1994, nearly the entifzerbaijani

population in Armenia fled to Azerbaijan and northdran, while

many Armenians in Azerbaijan fled to Armenia. Them&nian

community, which comprised slightly less than 6 ceget of

Azerbaijan’s population before the war, droppedtout 1.5% percent
of the total. Armenians now reside almost exclugive the Nagorno-
Karabakh enclave, where they constitute a majofityere are also
Dagestani (2.2%) and Russian (1.8%) minoritieszerhaijan.

Official language: The official language of Azerbaijan is Azeri
language.

Religion: Azerbaijanis are traditionally Muslim.

Literacy: Most adults in Azerbaijan can read and write. Titezacy
rate was 98.8% according to 2003 estimate.

Government structure: Presidential democraci{he head of state is
the president. The president appoints a prime teinend a cabinet of
ministers, who carry out the day-to-day operatiohgovernment.

Foreign partnership and membership: Since 1992 Azerbaijan is a
member of the United Nations (UN) and the Orgamrator Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). In September 1883%epublic
was admitted as a full member of the Commonweditindependent
States (CIS), a loose alliance of most of the forBmviet republics. In
May 1994 Azerbaijan became a member of the Pattipefer Peace
program of the North Atlantic Treaty Organizatiocdé?TO).

Armenia

Location and area: Country situated in the south of the Caucasus
region. Armenia occupies about 29,800 sq km of rbetheastern
portion of the Armenian Highland. Armenia is borekbiby Georgia on
the north, Azerbaijan on the east and the Azemaigxclave of
Naxgivan (Nachicevan’) on the southwest, Iran oa #outh, and
Turkey on the west. Armenia is extremely mountagou
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Capital: Yerevan is the capital and largest city.

revan .
Independence:Armenia became independent in September 1991.

Population: The population of Armenia is 3.145.354 (July 2006
estimate).

Ethnic composition: Ethnic Armenians constitute 97.9% percent of
the population (2001 census). Kurds (1.3%) and iBoss(0.5%) are
the next two largest ethnic groups in the repuldach making up less
than 2 percent of Armenia’s total population. Smalimbers of
Ukrainians, Assyrians, Greeks, and Georgians aleih Armenia.
Azerbaijanis were the largest minority group durthg Soviet period,
but in the early 1990s nearly the entire Azerbaiopulation fled or
was forcibly deported from Armenia because of etiension brought
on by a secessionist conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh.the reverse
direction, many Armenian refugees entered ArmersanfAzerbaijan
during the conflict.

Official language: Armenia’s official state language is Armenian.
Armenia’s ethnic minorities also speak their owrtivea languages,
mainly Russian and Kurdish.

Religion: Armenians were converted to Christianity in thelyedth

century. According to historical accounts they wéne first in the
world to adopt Christianity as a state religion. émg ethnic
minorities, there are Russian Orthodox ChristiaRstestants, and
Muslims.



Literacy: Nearly all adults in Armenia (98.6%, 2003 estimatahn
read and write due to the Soviet Government emphaisifree and
universal education. Today, primary and secondargls of education
are compulsory and available free of charge.

Government structure: Presidential democracyhe president, who is
head of state, has broad executive powers. Theigablisystem is
multiparty. The president appoints the prime mariswho presides
over the council of ministers. For purposes of logavernment,
Armenia is divided into ten marz (regions), inchugliYerevan. The
regions are subdivided into “hamaynk” (communitiesThe

communities exercise local self-government.

Foreign partnership and membership: Armenia is a member of the
CIS, the United Nations (UN), and the Organization Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) International tradganization (ITO),
Council of Europe, international agreements. InoBet 1994 the
country joined the Partnership for Peace prograth@fNorth Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO).

Georgia

Location and area: Georgia is a country of extremely diverse terrain,
with high mountain ranges and fertile coastal lowls Georgia covers
an area of about 69,700 sq km. It is situated enethst coast of the
Black Sea and bounded by Russia on the north andzeybaijan,
Armenia, and Turkey on the south.

Regional division: Georgia includes two autonomous republics:
Ajaria, located in Georgia’s southwestern corned Abkhazia, in the
northwestern arm of the republic. Both republicslide stretches of
the Black Sea coast. Georgia also contains thenamtous region of
South Ossetia, which is located in the north cép@et of the country.
Abkhazia and South Ossetia are bordered on thé& hgrRussia, and
Ajaria is bordered on the south by Turkey.

Capital: The capital of Georgia is Thilisi.
Independence:Georgia gained independence in April 1991.
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Thilisi

Population: The population of Georgia is 4,661,473 (July 2006
estimate)

Ethnic composition: Ethnic Georgians constitute the majority
although nearly 100 different ethnic groups make @porgia’s
population. The largest minority group is represdnby Armenians
(about 5.7 percent), then Russians (about 1.5 pgrcand Azeri
(about 6.5 percent) according to 2002 census. fRignt numbers of
Ossetians, Greeks, and Abkhazians also reside irefiublic.

Official language: Georgian is the country’s official language. Many
of the country’s ethnic minorities do not speak (g@&m, such as the
Ossetians and Abkhazians, who speak their own enddivguages and
often Russian as well. Russian is the first languaigabout 9 percent
of the population. Abkhazian is the official langean Abkhazia.

Religion: Orthodox Christianity is the religion of about 834 (2002
census estimate) of the Georgian population. Atuifth of the
country’s population is Muslim, with ethnic Azerfaaiis, Kurds, and
Ajars (ethnic Georgians who converted to Islanhim 1 7th century) as
principal Muslim groups. Judaism is also practicdthough to a lesser
extent.

Literacy: Georgia has an adult literacy rate of 100% (20Q4nese),

due to the Soviet emphasis on free and universatagibn. Georgians
were among the most highly educated of all theonatities in the
former USSR. Since independence, however, educdtigssues



appeared as a result of serious under-funding wkechto lower
educational standards. Education is compulsory filoenfirst through
eleventh grades, and most students enter the sshstelm at age six.

Central government structure: Georgia is a democratic republic with
a strong executive presidency. The president isosizied to appoint a
council of ministers headed by a minister of stathe council of
ministers is eventually accountable to the pregiden

Each of Georgia's autonomous political entities—tRepublics of
Ajaria and Abkhazia and the region of South Osselias its own
locally elected government, consisting of a legiska and a local
leader. The local governments of Abkhazia and SQsbetia are not
recognized by the central government. Abkhazia ssentially
independent, and South Ossetia is almost indepéndgmia does not
seek secession from Georgia. Its local governmeoperates with the
central government and recognizes the constituio@eorgia as the
guiding force for local legislation. For purposddazal administration,
the rest of Georgia is divided into prefecturesdegh by prefects
appointed by the Georgian president, who reporttite central
government.

Foreign partnership and membership: Georgia was admitted to the
United Nations (UN) in July 1992. In 1993 Georgi&chme a member
of the Commonwealth of Independent States (Cl9pose political
alliance of most of the former Soviet republics.1994 the republic
joined the Partnership for Peace program of thetNatlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). Georgia is a member of the &higation for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) as well.

Ill. The Conference

Conference overview

The conference took place in Ohrid, between DeceriBeand 22, 2005.
Over 30 participants and speakers took part indttévities in form of
plenary sessions, debates and working groups. theofithe conference
and training was:

to explore the role of the youth in confidence dimity and intercultural
activities
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to foster peer to peer EQUAL education

to provide direct contact and space for intercaltalialogue between
the participants in this program

to recommend further activities and steps withimnietwork

to gain practical skills in mediation and negouati

Balkan Caucasusconference in Ohrid

The conference treated the issues of greatest woficethe two regions.
Immediately after presenting the countries, theas & presentation on the
topic “Social Changes in the Countries in TransitioAlthough the
presentation focused on Macedonian experiencenicarned all countries
since all of them are passing through transitiomioge The greatest
emphasis was put on the Ohrid Framework Agreefmesita model that
stopped the conflict and contributed to buildingltioultural society and
multicultural state and a stable democracy. Thisctattracted the interest
of all participants and raised many questions aprbductive discussion.

The Kosovo issue was further elaborated the folhowilay. Besides the
debate among participants, there was a presentatigoossible solutions
for the status of Kosovo by a Serbian participdntwvas followed by a
panel discussion during which three films were @ctgd on the following
topics:®

a. Kosovo Metohija 1998-2003

b. Genocide and terror over the Serbs, and

c. Amateur picture of church being burned in Podujevo.

2 For further information on OFA, see Appendix 2 faeb links
® The booklet publisher is not responsible for thetents of the cited films. The topic of films
was chosen by participants.
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Although these films were of Serbian productiore ttonference was a
convenient event where the opinions from both $edrid Kosovo were
presented, and a debate was raised once again.

Training session at the Balkan-Caucasus conference

The final conclusion of the participants considgrithis issue was that
Kosovo is prepared to become independent and ftrase to political,
economical and social problems as any other statamsition.

The conference progressed with a presentation éstdty and the current
political and institutional situation in Bosnia aHeérzegovina”.

This information of the presentations and follow-dgbates provided the
participants with sufficient data to make a simptanclusion about the
situation on the Balkans: Balkan countries havehhigte of poverty,
unemployment, and corruption. Democracy has nobgen consolidated,
multiculturalism is still a challenge. There is taoag presence of ethnic
discourse.

The conference continued with presentations, d&ons and role play
assignments related to the following issudatercultural dialogue,
Fundraising and Cross Border Possibilities—Lesshdesrned, Euro-
integration Processes and Interethnic Relations dpportunity was used
for a broader discussion to be raised among ppatits concerning the
current EU integration processes, preconditions fumdls that will be
available for candidate members.

On the last day of the conference the participaateived training on
Mediation skills. It was followed by practical agties through role play on
scenario cases.
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Results from the conference

The conference was a great opportunity for suppgtiie dialogue among
young people from different ethnic backgrounds nkkarn more for each
other. During the meeting, the participants throaghinformal discussion
exchanged sample information regarding currenessuind mainstreams in
their societies. The participants also discuss latwdirection the network
could be developed, what are the weak and strormgents and challenges
the network might face in future. Their conversation activities they
organize, and possibilities for collaboration opkmeany discussions on
specific issues. Particular actions were also dised such as a common
approach to European Youth Foundation for finansigdport to organize
events in Caucasus, than the EU grant possibilidsswell as other
programs. Finally, the conference established angtrlink and
collaboration between the Balkans and the Caucdfes.report from the
conference could be downloaded at: www.mic.org.mk

IV. Study Visit in Caucasus
Study Visit Overview

The study visit in the Caucasus region was cawigdetween June 27 and
July 11, 2006. Seven participants from the Balkaisited Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Georgia, and spent up to 5 days in eaahtry. During the
visit the participants had the chance to visit gomernmental
organizations, governmental institutions and metke primary aim of the
study visit was to get a deeper understanding @fégion, its culture, and
history, to explore and to learn more about thes rof young political
leaders and methods they use in confidence buildmd¢earn more about
the current situation, to visit other donors actighe region, to explore
the possibility of organizing activities in the @agus republics, and to
investigate the interest for involvement of variosguctures in this
program. In addition, the conference aimed at exghmy knowledge and
experience and enabling participants learn morautapeer education and
counseling on youth policy and national strategisoAas a part of the
entire program, the study visit offered a step fmdvin establishing a
relation between the two regions through meetintem@l partners for
cooperation and discussion issues that are comorotné countries of the
Balkans and the Caucasus.
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The activities in the Caucasus were organized rim fof;

Plenary sessions

Debates

Round tables

Separate meetings according to the field of interéth the colleagues
from the Caucasus, and

Field visits.

Problem issues
a) Religious, national and social

Although these countries have population of mixeligious and national
background, generally it does not provoke any §icanit conflicts.

1) Azerbaijan
One of the greatest social issues of Azerbaijdnuiean trafficking.

2) Georgia

A serious problem in Georgia related to the minesitis the lack of
knowledge of the Georgian language. Azeries undledsRussian but not
Georgian. With the up-coming generations, the mwbhas increased as
young people understand neither Georgian nor Russid they only use
Azeri language, which affects the integration af thzeries in the society.
The educational system is presently in a very tadiition due to the lack
of means. The average salary is about 60 EUR perthmdVhile the
Armenians request educational materials and expxiagness to learn
the language, the government is not in a positioproduce books because
of lack of funds. However, the Government paysngithe to this issue and
constantly works on improvement.

3) Armenia

The young people from Armenia involved in the studgit of their
country, showed that they were dissatisfied witk ®tate Policy and
classification of experts after completion of thedées. There are also
problems with employment. Young people who havasfied university
studies have unfair competition for posts by pesseho have not, since
they are often not recognized by the educationahlathge. For example,
there are many international students from Indid #sia. While the
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diplomas of the European universities are recoghizecording to the
representatives of youth organizations presenhatpanel discussion in
Armenia the students still need to be trained abrioaorder to work in
some other country.

b) Political and territorial

As the majority of countries in transition, thepot are facing with the
problem of corruption and high unemployment ratbe Tmain problems
come from the clash of defining the status of ¢entagions.

1) Azerbaijan

The most sensitive issue for Azerbaijan is the Nago Karabakh with
Armenia. Azerbaijan sees the resolution of its totsf in the EU
integration. Another problem is that the oppositpatties have hardly any
chances to address the public on national telavidiee to the dominating
president.

2) Georgia

Even though Georgia is the most democratic countrihe region, it still
faces some problems with the implementation of deawy. According to
GFSIS (Georgian Foundation for Strategic and Igonal Studies) the
international organizations come to Azerbaijanddy and not to promote
democracy. Russia’s intentions are to establishapoly over Georgia and
to prevent the western values to come to the cpuMATO is seen as a
way to solve the security problem with Russia. Rugstrying to control
the region and reacts in any attempt for cooperdietween the Caucasus
counties (e.g. Nagorno Karabakh).

There are two conflict zones in Georgia, Abkhazid dskhinvali region

(South Ossetia). There is a trend that every eleyesrs since 1960,
Abkhazia shows mechanisms against Georgia. Abkheaigon has a

significant natural treasure. It also has a myitaase and an airport which
are inaccessible for organizations, but which drea anique value and
military interests for Russia. At the moment, thiitary is in process of

withdrawal.

Russia controls Abkhazia and South Ossetia as gnead leader.
Abkhazia anticipates directions from Russia. Sib@83, there are ongoing
negotiations between Abkhazia and Georgia, medibtedRussia, USA,

4 For further information on this issue as well #sees, refer to Appendix 2 for web links.
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Great Britain, France and Germany. In 1997 the @enm@ocess started
where specific negotiation organs were involvedAbbkhazia like OSCE,

UN, Russian forces. Only friendly methods have hesad to neutralize the
Russian influence.

There are no conflicts between the minorities (Agerand Armenians).
The final goal of the negotiations is solution bé tproblems, for the IDPs
to go home, equal conditions for everybody, spemalditions and positive
discrimination. The problem is not regionally coaresl. Both Abkhazians
and South Ossetians have double citizenship — Russid Abkhazian, and
South Ossethia respectively. Both disputable regidrave de facto
(unrecognized) Governments, supported by Russiakh@&ba had a
referendum in 1999 and looks at building an indéeeh associative state,
member of the Russian provinces.

USA and EU are trying to help in the pro-Europealicy for Georgia to
ban the Russia policy, through negotiations (OSG&nbul Summit).
However, no concrete steps have been agreed upbareTis an
organization called “Georgia for NATO” which consid that NATO
integration is the right solution for the problemsGeorgia. Georgia sees
the resolution in EU integration, while Armeniaigts to be integrated
both in EU and NATO, but with the support of Russia

3) Armenia

Armenia and Azerbaijan have closed borders for eattter for the
Nagorno Karabah issue. Another problem is with EyrkArmenia claims
that Turkey has made a genocide of over 1 00G @®Menians in 1915
and 1917 while Turkey denies it.

Another issue that Armenia works on is to retum fBP"s back home.

The NGO sector

The NGO sector in the Balkans is on a higher lefefunctioning and
better coordinated than the Caucasus’s.

a) Azerbaijan

The principal problems that the NGOs from Azerbraiface with are the
problems concerning self-sustainability. Namelyncei they are grant
dependent, they will be faced with a tough taskeotie donors stop their

5 Different sources (from the internet) provide differeformation on the number of casualties. They vary
from 300 000 to over 1 500 000. One million is most frequent estimat



support, especially with the US Government budgecrehse for
Azerbaijan. Yet, the NGOs are generally money aoeen Furthermore,
there is a strict registration policy for NGOs. Tielation between
government and NGOs is improved after a periodavegnment pressure
on NGOs, especially those concerning human rigtgses. It was carried
out through series of seminars and conferences hwhitcluded

participation of local authorities and the police.

b) Georgia

The Open Society Foundation in Georgia is not oalygrant-making

organization, but it also works on civil in-housejpcts, policy analyses,
advocacy, monitoring on the public administratidrusture, integration
and civic education, culture, media and civil stcieAnother subject of
interest for the Open Society Foundation Georgishés development of
NGOs in crises. After the Rose Revolution in 208t of the NGO sector
got positions in the Government, and a part ofeihained in the civil

sector. There are harsh personal issues betwesa the groups and no
consultation whatsoever. According to the studyit imsts, the NGOs
blame the Government for not respecting the humights and for

challenging the organized crime. The NGOs are 18@&%ign donor and
activity dependant. There are 500 registered NG@bly 200 are really
active. USAID gives the biggest support on projefds promoting

tolerance and integration.

In Georgia there is no national strategy for yoalttd there are only few
youth organizations.

c) Armenia

In Armenia it is easy to establish an NGO. Theee @rer 3000 registered
NGOs and almost half of them deal with youth issi&svever, although
many of them exist, only a hundred are specifiegoagh NGOs. There is a
limited youth participation in Armenia. In order tdevelop youth

engagement and to improve the position of youththa society, the
government has designed a youth strategy, the mggleation of which is

being currently in an early phase. There are nédsvdinking the youth

organizations whose main purpose is mutual assistan
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V. Case Studies

The following case studies summaries will provideuywith the
information of what the organizations involved ihist program are
concerned with through specific projects, as welktlze methods they use
while implementing them.

Interethnic Centre for Youth and Children BABYLONefbvo - The
project incorporated different activities designéal animate the
children’s creativity, motivation and willingness tooperate together
in groups of ethnically mixed participants and bgtt overcoming the
ethnic division in this part of the society. Metlsodf non-formal
education were used such as individual and grougk.wa addition,
there were seminars, workshops, and trainings trgdn

“Liberal Student Association” - LSA from Croatiardad out a project
concerning the continuous conflicts in the NGO sectvhere the
following methods were used: communication, advendiscussions
framework discussions, brainstorming and game ruldgring the

implementation of the project Conflicts/fights amdmmunication

problems on an inter-ethnic level the methods tete used entailed
communication, advanced discussions / framewortudisions, ground
rules and mediation.

Vukovar Institute for Peace Research and Educatidaring
2002/2003, run the project in few phases named lé@glies to
Colleagues ", the aim of which was to connect cp@waministration
and non-governmental organizations whose membees raostly
national minorities, to develop education- inforimatfrom the field of
human rights, and to promote language and culthegitage of
national minorities in Vukovar-Sirmium and Istri@ounty, creation
of an institutional and administratiieamework that would improve
progress of democracy, respect of human rightstietiuhic tolerance
and civil principles. The European Committee sugzbthe project in
the Republic of Croatia. Methods used throughoatithplementation
of the project were meetings, creating work groggesninars (lecturing
and round tables), and education.

The Vukovar Institute for Peace Research and Eaucdias another
positive case study: Project kindergarten “Vukotarether”. The aim

29



of the project-kindergarten is to create a day canmater that will be
based on experiential learning, which would enabhéldren in

Vukovar to be educated in the spirit of acceptiegdcratic principles,
multiethnic tolerance and multiculturalism, respethuman, citizens
and minority rights, and development of social cetepce from the
early childhood. Methods used were education aaidiirg.

AWDC (Azerbaijan Women and Development Centre) established
in 1995. It is a nonprofit, nongovernmental orgatian and the only
NGO in Azerbaijan in Special Consultative StatughwiN ECOSOC
and UNDPI, Focal Point of UN INSTRAW in Azerbaijamgember of
12 International Organizations and Networks. Thettee develops
activities on advancement of women and childrere Trtission of the
Centre is improvement of the women's and childrestaus. Its
curricula comprises of the following topics: "Reguztive Health and
Family Planning”, "Education and Upbringing”, "HumaRights".

Methods used in the activities of the Centre weomferences,
workshops, trainings, education, human rights studynd

implementation, lectures, dialogues, seminars, conity+based
services, distribution of leaflets, brochures, vidgpes, and
audiotape$.

Methods used in the case studiesSeminars, workshops, trainings,
discussions, mediation, meetings, workgroups, rodabdles, lectures,
studies, distribution of leaflets, brochures, viden audiotapes.

VI. Lessons Learned and Conclusions

It was concluded through the study visit in the €ews region that the
ethnic and religious issues are not the main prokd¢ the Caucasus
countries.

The greatest social problem of all countries is thigh rate of
unemployment.

The human trafficking is an important issue in Awmgjan. Abkhazia is
used as trafficking zone for illegal trade and peop

Georgia faces a serious educational problem. Owlgdiving it, the
state will be able to integrate the Armenians ia society, and thus,
their plan for inclusion of minorities becomes fbées

6 Borrowed from the following web-page http://www.zenskesigtiu.yu/wgsact/azerbaijan/az-wdc.html
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Georgia has surprisingly strong civil society ingions due to
experienced and competent personnel who have talath in
international monitoring and negotiation missiodNGO initiatives,
peace agreements, etc. At times, there is a case agtivists from the
civil sector enter the Government and vice verdaiclvon one hand,
represents an advantage in terms of experienc&mmdledge, but it
may be also a disadvantage in cases of total chahgmlicy and
attitudes.

Caucasus region is very interesting and challenglage for cultural
knowledge enrichment and investigations. There sti# living
Assyrians and Kurds with Orthodox Christian conifass

There is a Youth policy in a written form only inzérbaijan. In the
case of Armenia, according to participants fronrehehey were not
invited to the youth strategy creation process. tifqarticipation and
initiatives should be strengthened in all Caucasustries.

Neighbor relations in the Caucasus region are ncoraplicated in
comparison to the Balkans. Closed borders betwesordi - Russia,
Armenia - Azerbaijan, and Armenia - Turkey.

The North — Caucasus is the most explosive regiorthe world.
Georgian determination to become a member of NATukl
contribute to successfully completing the refornmsl aeuniting the
breakaway republics. The political direction thatefbaijan takes is
the integration in the European Union. Armenia,tbe other hand,
strives towards integration to EU and NATO as wellt with Russian
support.

According to a survey done among local people, st majority
declares that Caucasus countries belong to Europé¢héir values,
although geographically they are in Asia.

The people from the Caucasus do not know much abeuBalkans.
Surprisingly enough, they often replace it with Budtic.

Balkan countries have high rate of poverty, unewyplent and
corruption. Democracy has not yet been consolidatedticulturalism
is still a challenge. There is a strong presencsthufic discourse.

In the end of the conferenca,declaration was prepared and signed
by participants. The declaration calls on fosterimgercultural
dialogue, understanding and coexistence and promat peace and
stability.’

" See Appendix 3
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More conclusions and findings as a result of thelstvisit could be found
at: www.mic.org.mk

Such program is often the first direct contact lestw cultures. It is a way
of learning for and from each other about the caltbeliefs, values,
society, environment, economics, politics, histand much more. It is a
bridge for overcoming prejudices and breaking stgmes. In this

particular case, as the activities of the confezemere approaching the
end, there were more open discussions and marheaxisting prejudices
that we were aware of were not noticed among ppatits. Substantial
information was exchanged and there was a signifiesarning process.

Participants’ comments

“l enjoyed every moment of the study visit. It wagreat opportunity
to make friends. All the way to Caucasus and baekwere discussing
what we saw, comparing our region with Caucasusemathing our
points of view. Our skills were complementary, eawthus being
engaged in a different field (media, youth NGOsalogovernment,
international relations), and thus, we learnedtantat only from our
hosts but also from each other.” - Kristina Jovaoe\serbia.

VIl. Recommendations?

The Recommendations demonstrate the following piaierfields of
cooperation:

As the two regions share EU and/or NATO aspiratiogschange
programs could be organized among NGOs with the imnabling
activists from the two regions to have direct ihgignto the way the
civil sector is working on topics such as raisivgaeeness among the
youth through lectures that explain the EU and NAT@nbership and
integration.

Exchange programs could also be organized in #id Hf women'’s
issues. The countries of both regions lack femaljgresentation in
politics and business. Through the exchange prograautivists in

® The recommendations have been provided by thizipants in the study visit
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NGOs could exchange experience concerning waysbtfying for the
need for a higher level of women’s presence indHiedds.

Regional cooperation is seen as a prerequisiteldgelopment in the
Western Balkans. Young representatives of politigatties in the
South Caucasus could be interested in learning nfi@e their
regional partners about the ways in which the Wealkans are
cooperating.

Journalism internships in cooperation with medaishs from the two
regions could also prove successful. Firstly, jalists would be able
to feel the media in the regions. Secondly, throtlgir experience,
they could contribute to breaking stereotypes thast in one region
about the other.

Some of the project participants highly recommeadnmftion of a
Balkan—Caucasus Network web page. During the stisly, an idea
was expressed to be able to directly contact paatidNGOs from the
Western Balkans. Therefore, the web page wouldatomhformation
about the program and the countries involved, towbuld also contain
list of NGOs per country and their interest in cegiion and exchange
of knowledge and experience.

Prevention of regional crises and promotion of s+#osrder
cooperation between municipalities and civil socittors could be of
great importance for development of the region.

This initiative should be more profiled in the freu Program
participants should divide themselves into sevexaking groups, the
first one dealing, for example, with internationalations, the other
one with the general situation of NGOs, the thirg: avith media, the
fourth with women issues, etc. Thus, they would azle their
analytical level without loosing the picture of tishole, and at the
same time the participants in one field will notédeluded from other
fields. Everybody will take part in every activitjut some will
become “experts” on particular issues. It is théy amay to conduct a
comprehensive comparative analysis on each field¢chwshould be
considered as the most important aim of the atsivis

33



VIII. Appendices

Appendix 1. List of Organization Partners of the Pogram

Macedonia

Community Development Institute —Macedonia
Marsal Tito St. 132/1 Tetovo, Macedonia
Sreten Koceski, executive director

Tel: +389-70-250-286

E-mail: sreten@mt.net.mk

WWW.mic.org.mk

Serbia and Monteneqgro

DLP Club Serbia

Contact person: Borko llic
Tel: +381 63 478 380
borko6opko@yahoo.com

Bosnia and Herzegovina

DLP Club
Contact person: Asmir Ahbabovic

E-mail: asmir.a@lol.ba

Georgia

The Union "Century 21" association
17 G. Akhvlediani Street,

0108, Thilisi, Georgia

Tel/Fax: (995 32) 93 12 42

Contact person: Khatuna Tsintsadze
Deputy Chairwoman
www.century21.ge
khatuna.tsintsadze@century?1.
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Nana Saginashvili

President of the

International Union ERTOBA
D.Guramishvili 12-A. apt.31
Thilisi 380024

Georgia

Tel: 99532617517/610027
mobile: 995 99 926358
E-mail: internationalu@yahoo.com
http://ertoba.myweb.ge/
msn:leocka@hotmail.com
skype: nanikela-georgia

Georgian Foundation for Strategic and Internati@tabies
Contact person: Nini Bakradzeini@gfsis.org

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan DLP Alumni Association
Tural Kerimli

Azerbaijan Human rights Foundation
tural.kerimli@foundation.az

Saadat Novruzova

Head of Division on Legal Enlightment, Office okEtOmbudsman of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

saadat_n@yahoo.com

Armenia

Armenian Young Women Association
Contact person: Lilit Asatryan

E-mail: lilit.asatryan@aywa.am
www.aywa.am
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Appendix 2: Democratic Leadership Program backgroum information

The Democratic Leadership Program (DLP) is anatiite established by the
Political Directorate at the Council of Europe. Tdlgectives of the DLP is to
develop and strengthen the political skills of ygyotential leaders who have
demonstrated a clear commitment to democracy, huimgats and the rule of
law and who are active in youth branches of padalitiparties, non-

governmental organizations, journalists, trade mgjcemployees in national
and local administrations, etc.

The program also aims at building confidence betwekese different

categories of young leaders from different socéeti@d ethnic communities,
and it is designed to ensure the existence of iabés network of Alumni of

the DLP, who should become the initiators of atibgi to be organized within
the core program.

On a converging track, the Council of Europe, tigtothe DLP, has provided
financial assistance and substantive input to samsiand training program
undertaken by outside organizations involved inedikinded initiatives,
including the Moscow and the Thilisi Schools of iBodl Studies.

The DLP provide participants with practical traiginourses in the necessary
skills (conflict-management and team work, leadgrshelations with the
media and campaigning, project management) thdt emihble them in the
future to take responsibilities in political, admsinative and civil society
structures. Participants are encouraged to buifbmel groups and clubs and
to organize their own DLP activities with the suppaf the overall DLP.

The DLP network is comprised of more than 250 Alurmtho come from 16
European countries.
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Appendix 3. Suggested Links for Further Information

MKD: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of Macedonia
detailed information

www.macedonia.cjb.net/ - detailed information
www.historyofmacedonia.org/ - history
www.macedonia.org/ - detailed information
www.mymacedonia.net/ - detailed information,
language analysis
www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/mk
statistics, demographics

www.culture.in.mk - culture news

on the conflict

the conflict
www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61662

rights

www.newbalkanpolitics.org.mk/ - articles on
political issues

www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/macedonia/ - news articles

www.usip.org/pubs/specialreports/sr115 - analysis of

SRB: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbia -detailed information

www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/rb
statistics, demographics

www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5388 - detailed
information
ec.europa.eu/enlargement/serbia/political_profile_e
- political profile

www.answers.com/topic/history-of-serbia - history

www.serbia-info.com - hews portal
www.srbija.sr.gov.yu — official site of the
government
www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61673
rights

BIH en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of Bosnia_and_Herzego

ina - detailed information

www.historyofnations.net/europe/bosniaandherzegovin

- brief history
www.ericdigests.org/1995-2/bosnia.htm - information
on the war
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnian_Genocide - Bosnian
genocide
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnian_War - Bosnian war’s
history
www.sarajevo.ba/en/ - Sarajevo website

MONT. | en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegro - general
information

www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/m;j
statistics, demographics

information

www.visit-montenegro.com/tourism-mi.htm - travel
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www.vlada.cg.yu/eng/ - official site of the
government
hwww.einnews.com/serbiamontenegro/ - hews portal

HRV:

www.hr/croatia - general information

www.vlada.hr - official site of the government
www.hr/darko/etf - detailed information regarding
science and history

vlib.iue.it/history/europe/croatia -- links to
numerous organizations and detailed historical

overview

mirror.veus.hr/myth/ - an article about the ideology
that stood behind forming Yugoslavia
www.hrw.org/reports/2003/croatia0903/ - human rights
watch publication about refugees

www.mythinglinks.org/euro~east~Balkans~Croatia
for Croatian history, arts and mythology

ALB:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania

general information

www.balkanium.com/ - discussion forum (various

opinions and topics), world news connected with

Balkan countries
www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/al -
general information

digital.library.unt.edu/govdocs/crs - Congressional
Research Service country background report regardin
problems, history, external policy, trafficking,

social problems and development
www.km.gov.al/english/default.asp - government of
Albania, Department of Information

www.albca.com/aclis/ - arts, culture and history
vlib.iue.it/history/europe/albania.html - history,
universities, government and media

GEO:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia

www.humanrights.ge/eng/ - web portal of human rights
in Georgia (NGOs)
www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2005/51553.htm -
religious freedom report 2005
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_Europe -
general information and history
www.eurasianet.org/resource/georgia/ - daily news
regarding Georgia and other Eurasian countries
www.caucaz.com/home_eng - Weekly online publishing
articles and reports about Georgia and South

Caucasus

georgien.blogspot.com/ - culture, history and

economy of South Caucasus, mainly Georgia
photo.hit.ge/forum/index - Georgian photo club and
historical monuments gallery Os

www.internet.ge/en

www.humanrights.ge/eng - web portal on human rights
in Georgia
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ARM:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia

www.armenica.org/ - complete history of Armenia
penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/Asi
/Armenia/_Texts/KURARM/home.html - an interesting
book about Armenian history

hrw.org/doc/?t=europe&c=armeni - Human Rights watch
report

www.armenianhighland.com/ - wonderful page on
Armenian history and culture
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Genocide - an article
about the Armenian Genocide

AZE:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan

www.azeris.com/history/index.htm - history and forum
www.zerbaijan.com/var/undp.htm - regarding the
conflict in Nagorno Karabah

www.azer.com/#Azerbaijan - large website about
Azerbaijan

www.azerbaijan.az/ - general info

www.azerb.com - NGOs
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Appendix 4. The Declaration

Declaration
Of the "Balkans-Caucasus" Conference Participants

Committed to continuous efforts for promotion ofteircultural dialogue,
climate of tolerance and peace,

Having considered the painful experiences of condlif the countries from the
Balkans and the Caucasus during the transitiorogeri

Acknowledging the need for constant active engageénf@ achieving and
maintaining intercultural and regional cooperation,

We, the participants of the "Balkans- Caucasus'farence, held in Ohrid,
between December 18 and 22, 2005, hereby,

Declare to adhere to and promote the principles oftercultural tolerance
and peace, based on mutual respect.

Underscorethe importance on collaborative effort of all relat societal
actors, including government and civil society, floe promotion of culture of
dialogue and nonviolence.

Acknowledgethe need of, and call for a more active role anthaaced
responsibility of young people from the regiongtaf Balkans and Caucasus in
designing and implementing activities aimed at pstom of the intercultural
dialogue.

Call for active regional cooperation among countries frdra tespective
regions, and for enhanced cooperation betweenetiens of the Balkans and
Caucasus, especially in view of the similaritieghafir problems and the need
to learn from each other's experience.

Highlight the need for learning from best practices, re$gadocumentation
and sharing of positive experiences in multicultwark, reconciliation and
dialogue.

On behalf of the participants, Decent@r2005, Ohrid
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Appendix 5. List of participants on the conferenceand the study visit

No | Name and | Country Organization
surname
1 | Nemanja Serbia and Serbian Renewal Movement |/
Starovic Montenegro DLP Club Serbia
2 | Artemon Albania Liberal democrats youth and
Cukalla students
3 | Nana Georgia International Union ERTOBA
Saginashvili
4 | Vanja Serbia and Association of citizens fof
Karanovic Montenegro affirmation tolerance, religions
freedoms and humanity
5 | Sladjana Bosnia and| Consultant
Milunovic Herzegovina
6 | Blerta Selenica | Albania Training institute of Publi¢
Administration/ training managet
7 | Narmin E. | Azerbaijan Reliable Future
Mammadova
8 | Saadat S.| Azerbaijan Office of the Commissioner fpr
Novruzova Human Rights (Ombudsman) of
Azerbaijan Republic
+ADELPA organization
9 llir Osmani Kosovo Kosovar Youth Council
10 | valon Kosovo Kosovar Youth Council
Kurhasani
11 | Shahin Azerbaijan Association of Young Azerbaijan
Bayramov Friends of Europe
12 _ Azerbaijan Office of the Commissioner fofr
m;rr:rmadov Human Rights (Ombudsman) ¢f
Azerbaijan Republic
+ADELPA organization
13 | Alina Kosyan Armenia Armenian young women
association
14 | Aram Armenia Nominated by
Harutynyan Balkan Caucasus NGO network
15 | Dragan Ristov Macedonia FRESTA program
Kanal 77
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16 | Stojce Macedonia Center for civil action - CCA
Todorovski
17 | Dejan Dodovski | Macedonia Youth Cultural Centre-Bitola
18 | Saso Dodovski | Macedonia Youth Cultural Centre-Bitola
19 | Sreten Koceski | Macedonia Community Development
Institute
20 | Rudina Zeka Albania Human Rights in democragy
center
21 | Kliment Macedonia Common values
Gligorov Skopje
22 | Anita Vojnovska | Macedonia Common Values
Skopje
23 | Biljana Macedonia European University
Cavkoska
24 | Daniela Macedonia Coalition Sega
Kuzmanovska
25 | Risto Karajkov Macedonia University of Bologna
26 | Miodrag Macedonia Center for Civic Initiative
Stamboldziev
27 | Dimce Kanevce | Macedonia Coalition Sega
28 | Dimce Josifovski | Macedonia Coordinator
29 | Goran Macedonia Technical assistant
Apostoloski
30 | Violeta Josifoska | Macedonia Program assistant
31 | Slavica Macedonia Speaker
Indzevska
32 | Jonuz Abdulai Macedonia Speaker
33 | Snezana Macedonia Speaker
Manceva
34 | Albert Hani Macedonia Trainer
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Participants in the study visit

N° Name and Country Organization
surname
1 Sreten Koceski Macedonia Community Development
Institute - Macedonia
2 Dimce Josifovski | Macedonia Community Development
Institute - Macedonia
3 Jelena Nikitovic | Serbia City Hall —
Local government
Kragujevac
4 Kristina Serbia Active with various institutions
Jovanovic in
Belgrade, Serbia
5 Milly Antonia Croatia Croatian Radio, international
Dollan program
6 Violeta Macedonia Together network — European
Josifovska network - CPP-
CDI
7 Saso Macedonia TV MENADA Tetovo
Serafimovski
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Notes:
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